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Douglas Bosco, Chairman
State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

Re: State Coastal Conservancy Grant Proposal

Dear Chairman Bosco,

I am writing in support of the grant request to the State Coastal Conservancy to fund the
Fernandez Ranch Restoration and Public Access Project on a historic ranch in Contra
Costa County recently acquired by the Muir Heritage Land Trust.

This project will be led by the Muir Heritage Land Trust, and will involve the
coordination and cooperation of many community members, agencies and organizations
including the Resources Agency, State Coastal Conservancy, Bay Area Ridge Trail
Council, East Bay Regional Park District, Contra Costa Resource Conservation District,
Restoration Design Group and Contra Costa County. All ofthese organizations have been
active in the project to date and are committed to helping the project succeed through
partnerships, funding and other project support.

This project consists of major riparian habitaI resroration, construction of a bridge and
staging area, trail construction and installation of interpretive facilities. Completion of
this project will benefit riparian habitat and several endangered species, as well as offer
new recreational and interpretive opportunities that will enhance the health and well
being of the residents of Contra Costa County. This project will have immediate and "

lasting benefits to the ecosystem and community. ;,:

Thank you for your consideration of this grant request.

Sincerely,

~I'~~
Tom Torlakson

RECEIVED
APR3 0 2008

~OASTAlCONSERVAN~'
OAKLAND,CALIF.

~
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April 28, 2008

Douglas Bosco, Chairman
Attn: Moira Me Enespy
California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Chairman Bosco:

I wish to express strong support of the Muir Heritage Land Trust's grant application to
the Bay Area Ridge Trail Council and the San Francisco Bay Area Program of the
Coastal Conservancy, for construction of a staging area and 1.4 mile long segment of the
Bay Area Ridge Trail located in the ridge lands of northern Contra Costa County. The
Bay Area Ridge Trail Council is working with the Muir Heritage Land Trust to move this
project forward in an effort to further complete the East Bay portion of the Ridge Trail, a
proposed 550-mile trail network that will link parklands and open space preserves around
the San Francisco Bay.

The project will construct a public access staging area and trail at Fernandez Ranch,
south of Highway 4 along Christie Road. The project will provide access to
approximately 9 miles of Bay Area Ridge Trail, including the recently completed
segment on East Bay Municipal Utility District's Pinok Watershed. This trail is pmi of
the Carquin.~z Loop, a m:v; Ridge Trail and Bay Trail collabcratioD. to expedite
completion of those two regional trails in northern Contra Costa and southern Solano
Counties.

Through this letter I respectfully request the California Coastal Conservancy give
favorable consideration to the Muir Heritage Land Trust's application for funding.

Sincerely,

~:7~s~
Tom Torlaks-dn

'RE.C.E1VED~

APR_3'-'O:;2QOt'"

vOASTAlCONSERVANCr
OAKLAND. CALIF.

~
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May 15, 2008

Mr. Douglas Bosco, Chairman
Attn: Michelle Jesperson
California State Coastal Conservancy
1330Broadway, Suite 1100
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Chairman Bosco:

I wish to express strong support ofthe Muir Heritage Land Trust's grant application to the Bay
Area Ridge Trail Council and the San Francisco Bay Area Program of the Coastal Consexvancy,
for construction of a staging area and 1.4mile long segment of the Bay Area Ridge Trail located
in the ridge lands of northern Contra Costa County. The Bay Area Ridge Trail Council is
working with the Muir Heritage Land Trust to move this project forward in an effort to further
complete the East Bay portion of the Ridge Trail, a proposed 550-mile trail network that will link
parldands and open space preserves around the San Francisco Bay.

The project will construct a public access staging area and trail at Fernandez Ranch. south of
Highway 4 along Christie Road. The project will provide access to approximately 9 miles of Bay
Area Ridge Trail, including the recently completed segment on East Bay Municipal Utility
District's Pinole Watershed. This trail is part of the Carquinez Loop, a new Ridge Trail and Bay
Trail collaboration to expedite completion of those two regional trails in northern Contra Costa
and southern Solano Counties.

I respectfully request the California Coastal Conservancy give favorable consideration to the
Muir Heritage Land Trust's application for funding.

Sincerely, ~~~mR

.~-
Printed Of! RBCJ1CI~ Pap(l'
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May 15, 2008

Mr. Douglas Bosco, Chairman
Attn:N.lichclleJ~~on
State Coastal Conservancy
1330Broadway, 13thFloor
Oakland, CA 94612

Re: State Coastal Conservancy Grant Proposal

Dear Chainnan Bosco:

I am writing in support of the grant request to the State Coastal Conservancy to fund the
Fernandez Ranch Restoration and Public Access Project on a historic ranch in Contra Costa
County recently acquired by the Muir HeritAge Land Trust.

This project will be led by the Muir Heritage Land Trust, and will involve the coordination and
cooperation of many community members, agencies and organizations including the Resources
Agency, State Coastal Conservancy, Bay Area Ridge Trail Council, East Bay Regional Park
District, Contra Costa Resource Conservation District, Restoration Design Group and Contra
Costa County. All of these organizations have been active in the project to date and are
committed to helping the project succeed through partnerships, funding and other project
support.

This project consists of major riparian habitat restoration, construction of a bridge and staging
area, trail construction and installation of interpretive facilities. Completion of this project will
benefit riparian habitat and several endangered species, as well as offer new recreational and
interpretive opportunities that will enhance the health and well being of the residents of Contra
Costa County. This project wi11have immediate and lasting benefits to the ecosystem and
community.

Thank you for your consideration of this grant request.

Sincerely,

~~~ -

..$.-
Print9d 011R.~d Paper
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April 1, 2008

Douglas Bosco, Chairman
State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

Re: State Coastal Conservancy Grant Proposal

Dear Mr. Bosco,

I am writing in support of the grant request to the State Coastal Conservancy to
fund the Fernandez Ranch Restoration and Public Access Project on a historic
ranch in Contra Costa County recently acquired by the Muir Heritage Land Trust.

This project will be led by the Muir Heritage Land Trust and will involve the
coordination and cooperation of many community members, agencies and
organizations including the Resources Agency, State Coastal Conservancy, Bay
Area Ridge Trail Council, East Bay Regional Park District, Contra Costa
Resource Conservation District, Restoration Design Group and Contra Costa
County. All of these organizations have been active in the project to date and are
committed to helping the project succeed through partnerships, funding and other
project support.

This project consists of major riparian habitat restoration, construction of a bridge
and staging area, trail construction and installation of interpretive facilities.
Completion of this project will benefit riparian habitat and several endangered
species as well as offer new recreational and interpretive opportunities that will
enhance the health and well being of the residents of Contra Costa County. This
project will have immediate and lasting benefits to the ecosystem and
community.

Thank you for your consideration of this grant request.

Sincerely,

/5~.~{ ~/~
/_~ - . ~-

Gayle B. Uilkema

GBU/lsb

ALHAMBRA VALLEY. BRIONES. CANYON. CROCKETT. HERCULES. LAFAYETTE. MARTINEZ. MORAGA. ORINDA

PINOLE . PORT COSTA. RODEO. ROSSMOOR . SARANAP . TARA HILLS. TORMEY. WALNUT CREEK (WEST OF 680)
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May 14,2008

Douglas Bosco, Chairman
San Francisco Bay Program
State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

Re: State Coastal Conservancy Grant Proposal

Dear Douglas Bosco, Chairman:

On behalf of the East Bay Regional Park District, I am writing in support of the grant request
to the State Coastal Conservancy to fund the Fernandez Ranch Restoration and Public Access
Project on a historic ranch in Contra Costa County recently acquired by the Muir Heritage
Land Trust.

This project will be led by the Muir Heritage Land Trust and will involve the coordination and
cooperation of many community members, agencies and organizations including the State
Coastal Conservancy, Bay Area Ridge Trail Council, East Bay Regional Park District, Contra
Costa Resource Conservation District, Restoration Design Group and Contra Costa County.
All of these organizations have been active in the project to date and are committed to
helping the project succeed through partnerships, funding and other project support.

The East Bay Regional Park District has assisted with this project to date by supporting the
acquisition of the property, visiting the site to evaluate trail alignments and public access plans
and reviewing and commenting on planning documents. Additionally, the Park District will
take title to 50% of the largest parcel that comprises the Fernandez Ranch, to satisfy a grant
requirement of ~OAA.

This project consists of major riparian habitat restoration, construction of a bridge and staging
area, trail construction and installation of interpretive facilities. Completion of this project
will benefit riparian habitat and several endangered species, as well as offer new recreational
and interpretive opportunities that wili enhance the health and well being of the residents of
Contra Costa County. This project will have immediate and lasting benefits to the ecosystem
and community.

Thank you for your consideration of this grant request.

Sincerely,

Qr~C1..-,M4~m~
Pat O'Brien, General Manager
East Bay Regional Park District

Board of Directors

AynWieskamp
President
Ward 5

Ted Radke

Vice-President

Ward 7

Doug Siden
Treasurer

Ward 4

Nancy Skinner

Secretary
Ward I

Beverly Lane
Ward 6

Carol Severin

Ward 3
John Sutter
Ward 2

Pat O'Brien

General Manager
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BAY AREA
RIDGE TRAIL
COUNCIL

Douglas Bosco, Chairman

Attn: Michelle Jesperson

State Coastal Conservancy

1330 Broadway, 13thFloor
Oakland, CA 94612

April 30, 2008

Dear Chairman Bosco,

The Bay Area Ridge Trail Council (BARTC) is pleased to serve in partnership with the
Coastal Conservancy, assisting with a competitive grant program offering State funds for
acquisition, planning leading to construction, and construction of the Bay Area Ridge Trail.
We are creating an uninterrupted 550+ mile multi-use path on the ridgelines around San

Francisco Bay and over 310 miles are now dedicated for public enjoyment.

In February 2007, the BARTC Executive Committee, acting on behalf of the BARTC Board

of Directors, endorsed a grant request from the Muir Heritage Land Trust (MHLT) in an

amount up to $150,000 to help fund construction of a staging area and trail on Fernandez

Ranch, in Contra Costa County. This grant would be matched by direct monetary
contributions totaling approximately $396,000 from MHLT and other sources. Upon

completion of the staging area (scheduled for November 2009), a lA-mile segment of the
Ridge Trail would be opened to the public for the first time. This segment will connect

directly with 7.5 miles of recently completed Ridge Trail on the East Bay Municipal Utility
District's Pinole Watershed to provide extensive hiking and riding opportunities in the
regIOn.

On behalf of the Ridge Trail Council, our members, Bay Area residents and visitors, we

appreciate the Conservancy's partnership and continued support and commitment to public
access and open space protection.

Sincerely,

~ W\ctJvlk
RECEIVED

MAY1 2 2008

Janet McBride, Executive Director lX>ASTAlCONSERVANC"
Bay Area Ridge Trail Council OAKLAND,CALIF.

10°7 GENERAL KENNEDY AVENUE, SUITE 3, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94129-14°5

(415) 561-2595 FAX: (415) 561-2599
INFO@RIDGETRAIL.ORG WWW.RIDGETRAIL.ORG
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Contra Costa Resource Conservation District

5552ClaytonRoad- Concord,Califomia 94521
Phone:(925)672-6522- Fax(925)672-8064

March 28, 2008

Douglas Bosco, Chairman
San Francisco Bay Program
State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

Re: State Coastal Conservancy Grant Proposal

Dear Douglas Bosco,

On behalf of the Contra Costa Resource Conservation District, I am writing in support of
the grant request to the State Coastal Conservancy to fund the Fernandez Ranch
Restoration and Public Access Project on a historic ranch in Contra Costa County
recently acquired by the Muir Heritage Land Trust.

This project will be led by the Muir Heritage Land Trust, and will involve the
coordination and cooperation of many community members, agencies and organizations
including the State Coastal Conservancy, Bay Area Ridge Trail Council, East Bay
Regional Park District, Contra Costa Resource Conservation District, Restoration
Design Group and Contra Costa County. All of these organizations have been active in
the project to date and are committed to helping the project succeed through partnerships,
funding and other project support.

This project consists of major riparian habitat restoration, construction of a bridge and
staging area, trail construction and installation of interpretive facilities. Completion of
this project will benefit riparian habitat and several endangered species, as well as offer
new recreational and interpretive opportunities that will enhance the health and well
being of the residents of Contra Costa County. This project will have immediate and
lasting benefits to the ecosystem and community.

Thank you for your consideration of this grant request.

s:: R.-+~
J,es R. S. Toland,President

CONSERVATION - DEVELOPMENT - SELF-GOVERNMENT
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Contra Costa County
Flood Control

Maurice M. Shiu,
ex officio Chief Engineer

R. Mitch Avalon,
Deputy Chief Engineer

&Water Conservation District

April 2, 2008

Douglas Bosco, Chairman
San Francisco Bay Program
State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

Re: State Coastal Conservancy Grant Proposal

Dear Mr..Bosco:. - "

! ,

On behalf of Contra Costa County FloodControl and Water Conservation District,
I am writing in support of the grant request to the State Coastal Conservancy to
fund the Fernandez Ranch Restoration and PublicAccess Project on a historic
ranch in Contra Costa County recently acquired by the MuirHeritage LandTrust.

This project will be led by the Muir Heritage Land Trust and will involve the
coordination and cooperation of many community members, agencies, and
organizations, including the State Coastal Conservanc~ Bay Area Ridge Trail
Counci~ East Bay Regional Park Distric0 Contra Costa Resource Conservation
Distric0 Restoration Design Group" and Contra Costa County. All of these
organizations have been active in the project to date and are committed to
helping the project succeed through partnerships, funding, and other project
support.

The Contra Costa County Flood Control and Water Conservation District has
participated directly in some of the planning sessions to advance this project and
supports the efforts of the Muir Heritage Land Trust. Implementing this project
will reduce sediment load, improve water quality, and benefit the entire
watershed. The Contra Costa County Flood Control and Water Conservation
District is working with MHLTand the Resource Conservation District to secure
additional funding and staff support toward the development of a Watershed
Plan for the entire Rodeo Watershed, in conjunction with this restoration project.

"Accredited by the American Public Works Association"
255 Glacier Drive Martinez, CA 94553-4825

TEL: (925) 313-2000 . FAX: (925) 313-2333
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Douglas Bosco
April 2, 2008
Page2

This project consists of major riparian habitat restoration, construction of a
bridge and staging area, trail construction, and installation of interpretive
facilities. Completion of this project will benefit riparian habitat and several
endangered species, as well as offer new recreational and interpretive
opportunities that will enhance the health and well-being of the residents of
Contra Costa County. This project willhave immediate and lasting benefits to the
ecosystem and community.

Thank you for your consideration of this grant request.

Sincerely,

R. Mitch Avalon

Deputy Chief Engineer
Contra Costa County Flood Control
& Water Conservation District

RMA:GC:cw
G:\FldCtl\Greg\My Documents\2008\04 April 2008
\CCCFCDletterofsupport for MHLTgrant prop to SCC4 08.doc

c: Greg Connaughton, Flood Control
Beth Pardieck,Stewardship Manager

Muir Heritage LandTrust
P.O. Box 2452
Martinez, CA94553

RECEIVED

APR0 3 2008.

GOASIALCONSERVANCY
OAKlAND,CALIF.

(, b)- ~
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Joseph A. Ovick, Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools

77 Santa Barbara Road. Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 . (925) 942-3388

March 28, 2008

Douglas Bosco, Chairman
San Francisco Bay Program
State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

Re: State Coastal Conservancy Grant Proposal

Dear Chairman Bosco:

On behalf of the Contra Costa County Office of Education, I am writing in support of the grant request to
the State Coastal Conservancy to fund the Fernandez Ranch Restoration and Public Access Project on a
historic ranch in Contra Costa County recently acquired by the Muir Heritage Land Trust.

This project will be led by the Muir Heritage Land Trust, and will involve the coordination and cooperation
of many community members, agencies and organizations including the State Coastal Conservancy, Bay
Area Ridge Trail Council, East Bay Regional Park District, Contra Costa Resource Conservation District,
Restoration Design Group and Contra Costa County. All of these organizations have been active in the
project to date and are committed to helping the project succeed through partnerships, funding and other
project support.

This project consists of major riparian habitat restoration, construction of a bridge and staging area, trail
construction and installation of interpretive facilities. Completion of this project will benefit riparian habitat
and several endangered species, as well as offer new recreational and interpretive opportunities that will
enhance the health and well being of the residents of Contra Costa County.

Education oflocal youth will be woven into the implementation of this project wherever possible. MHLT
and the Contra Costa County Office of Education have already implemented a partnership through the
Regional Occupational Program (ROP). This career training and job skills program is an excellent method
to educate local youth in environmental issues and train them through this habitat restoration project. The
Contra Costa County Office of Education looks forward to continuing this partnership with MHL T and
increasing environmental education throughout the County through the Fernandez Ranch project.

This project will have immediate and lasting benefits to the ecosystem and community.
Thank you for your consideration of this grant request.

RECEIVED

APR0 1 2008

COASTALCONSERVANCY
OAKLAND,CALIF.
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